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Big Circle is an authorized publication of the
United States Marine Corps. It is published to inform
Okinawan community leaders, educators and con-
cerned organizations and persons about U.S. Marine
Corps activities on Okinawa and in the region. The
contents of Big Circle are not necessarily official views
of, or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government
or Department of Defense. It is published quarterly by
the Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler. Big Circle is on the Web at
http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/Okina_wa.

E-mail subscriptions to this publication are
available online by visiting http://www.okinawa.
usmc.mil/Okina_wa. Subscribers will receive an
e-mail when the latest issue has been posted on the
Web. The publication can be viewed in .pdf format
online or downloaded.
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LANCE CPL. WARREN PEACE

he Okina WA magazine
has a fresh new look.
In 2002, the Marine

Corpslaunched Okina Wa (trans-
lated in English as “Big Circle”)
with the purpose of informing
the Okinawa community about
Marine Corps activities and cre-
ating understanding and building
friendships between the Marine
Corps and the Okinawans.

The magazine’s circulation
has grown tremendously, quadru-
pling over the past four years. We
feel this growth in circulation is
an indication that the friendships
and understanding between our
communities has also grown.

The most noticeable change
to our magazine is the cover. Our
new design helps us emphasize
the idea of partnership. The title
of the publication, “Big Circle,”
represents the strong, ever-ex-
panding circle of friendship
forged between active duty mili-
tary, family members, U.S. civil-
ians and their Okinawa neigh-
bors. While English-language
publications open magazines
from right to left, the Japanese
open their magazines from left
to right. Serving two distinct,
but equally important audiences,
we decided to provide two covers
and tables of contents.

As far as the content is con-
cerned, we've changed very little.

This edition focuses on the vari-
ous partnerships the U.S. Marine
Corps has with local communities
throughout Okinawa. The cover
story is about our partnership
with Okinawa and how it allows
Marines to rapidly respond to our
Pacific neighbors when in need
of humanitarian assistance. In
the last two years alone, Marines
from Okinawa have responded to
flooding in the Philippines, the
tsunami in Indonesia, Sri Lanka
and Thailand, an earthquake
in Pakistan, a landslide in the
Philippines, and most recently,
the May earthquake in Indonesia.
This is in addition to contributing
to peace and stability in the Asia-
Pacific region.

We hope you find this issue
informative and insightful. We
believe through mutual under-
standing and knowledge, our
relationships will only grow
stronger.

We hope this publication serves
you well. The staff and I will
continue bringing you pertinent,
insightful news and feature stories,
and we encourage your feedback
through letters and e-mails.

Sincerely,

Lt. Col. Brad S. Bartelt
11T MEF/MCB]J
Public Affairs Officer

paveditor@mcbbutler.usme.mil
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Lance Cpl. Chris Watson, bulk fuel specialist, 9th Engineer
Support Battalion, gives a high five to an lha Elementary
School sixth-grader during a dodge ball game May 17. Marines
and sailors from Camp Hansen visit Iha Elementary every two
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Marines from Camp Foster play “Simon says” to warm up a class of sixth-graders at Chatan Elementary School June 22.
As part of the Marine Corps’ effort to help boost English education at Okinawan schools, Camp Foster partners with four

elementary schools, including Chatan, to aid their English classes and extracurricular sessions. 6 H22H. Jt&/N\FRDELES
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U.S. service members boost Okinawas English education

Kaori Tanahara

he U. S. military community presents
I areal, English-speaking environment
for Okinawa’s English learners, which

no textbook or media can replace.

U. S. military service members and their
families teach English to tens of thousands
of Okinawans, kindergarteners to adults, on
and off base each year.

The epitome of these efforts is the Native
Assistant Program, in which
service members and their
families, serving as native
speakers of English, visit
elementary schools to assist
Okinawan teachers with English language in-
struction and international understanding.

The program began in 2000 at 13 elemen-
tary schools in central and northern Okinawa.
All four U.S. military branches of the military
on Okinawa participate in the program.

Between April 2005 and March 2006, six
Marine Corps bases partnered with 15 schools
from Naha to Nago. During that period,
nearly 1,500 Marines, sailors and their family
members participated in the program, helping
with more than 800 English-activity classes
and extracurricular sessions.

Eisuke Oishi, general director, Nakagami
Education Office, Prefectural Education

NEWS

Bureau, recognized the military service and
family members who supported 16 elemen-
tary schools in Nakagami (central Okinawa)
in the past year during an annual awards
ceremony April 28. Ten of those schools were
supported by the Marine Corps.

“The program has been made possible by
the great contributions from U.S. military
service members and community relations
specialists,” Oishi said. “It couldn’t have been
a success without the U. S. military’s under-
standing and cooperation.”

Also attending the ceremony and a sub-
sequent conference to discuss this year’s
program were base commanders and unit
supervisors. They joined teachers from
schools participating in the program and local
municipalities’ education officials, all showing
strong bilateral support.

“It’s a partnership in education between
our two cultures, as well as the U. S. military
said Col. Leo
Falcam, commanding officer, Marine Corps
Air Station Futenma. “It speaks volumes of
their commitment to their local communities.

and Okinawan communities,”

It’s extremely important for each command to
show their support.”

“I'm a true fan of the program,” said Col.
James Reilly, camp commander, Camp Court-
ney. “Teaching young Okinawans benefits
everybody. I think we’ll see the true result of

this program 10 years from now.”

Chizuko Okuma, principal of Hamagawa
Elementary School, said the program helps
improve her students’ future.

“I have seen students actively engaging in
communication with American volunteers,”
said Okuma, who presented a slide-show
highlighting Hamagawa’s use of the program.
“Children may not fully understand every-
thing they are told. However, they learn fast.
This program helps them acquire the English
communication skills they need to open the
door to the world.”

Lance Cpl. Jayson V. Davis, Iandmg
support specialist, Transportation Sup-
port Battalion, 3rd MLG, explains English
words using pictures to sixth-graders and
their teacher at Chatan Elementary School
June 22. 6A22H. {tA/NFRO6FELE LBIEH
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Kunie Ishihara, GCBC representative,
speaks about business opportunities with
the U. S. military on Okinawa during a
NREOC-hosted workshop June 2. 6A2H.
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Hidetoshi Uekakimoto, local business owner,

shows his company’s promotional DVD to Mas-

ter Sgt. Kenneth Moore, former procurement
chief, RCO. Uekakimoto visited RCO to learn

about the Marine Corps’ procurement system.

Marine Corps RCO sees more
business with Okinawa vendors

Kaori Tanahara

s a part of the Marine Corps’ effort
Ato increase the number of local

vendors it uses for the supplies and
services it buys, the Marine Corps’ Regional
Contracting Office has been looking at ways
Okinawan vendors can better respond to the
Marine Corps’ published procurement an-
nouncements.

Although these solicitations are available
on the internet via the RCO’s web site and
physically posted at the RCO, many local
vendors lack the needed English skills to
understand what the Marine Corps wants to
buy and therefore have difficulty responding
in a timely fashion.

Lori Harlin, Deputy Chief of the RCO,
explained two of the special projects the
RCO has recently been involved in to assist
Okinawan vendors in responding to the
contracting office’s solicitations.

“We participate in local business fairs
(hosted by Naha City Regional Employment
Opportunities Counsel) to help Japanese
vendors understand the U. S. government
contracting process and procurement proce-
dures,” said Harlin.

For the past three years, RCO has also
offered assistance to local companies with
the mandatory registration requirement in
the Central Contractor Registration web
site. “As a result, we've noticed an increase
in the number of bids and proposals re-
ceived by our office, many from companies
we've not done business with in the past,”
said Harlin. “Our office, as well as the other
(U. S.) contracting agencies, is always avail-
able to answer the questions of our local
businesses. They don’t need to wait for a
business fair.”

Also, the RCO and five other DOD
contracting agencies in Okinawa recently
provided valuable information on the gov-
ernment purchasing process to NREOC,
which was engaged in a project to develop
an online system to help government com-

mercial purchase card holders locate poten-
tial local vendors.

The system, funded by the Okinawa Pre-
fectural Government’s Electronic Business
and Promotion Project in Okinawa, was
developed by Global Business Generation
Consortium, in cooperation with Naha City
and the Naha City Chamber of Commerce.

“By developing this online business
match-making program, we wanted to fill
the gap between local U.S. military buyers
and local vendors and provide translation
service between the two,” said Kunie Ishi-
hara, GBGC representative.

“After our research on potential needs for
the service, we found out that local business
owners were very much interested in doing
business with the U.S. military but didn’t
know how.”

Having learned the regulations as well
as the scale of the military market, Ishihara
realized that Okinawan vendors have been
missing an enormous opportunity. “The
U. S. military’s door has been open to local
vendors. We can better capitalize on their
purchase requirements to help boost the local
economy,” said Ishihara.

To create a user-friendly system for both
U.S. military buyers and Okinawan vendors,
Ishihara consulted with local U.S. contract-
ing agencies.

“Marine Corps Regional Contracting
Office understood our attempt to help boost
the local economy,” said Ishihara. “As we
developed the system, they were a great help
in providing valuable advice from the buyer’s
viewpoint.”

Harlin said the system helps local ven-
dors get comfortable with “electronic com-
merce”. “Using the system is a great way for
local vendors to get their foot in the door of
the U. S. market,” said Harlin.

“I believe that economic exchange will
lead to other types of exchange that will
further strengthen the ties between the
people of Okinawa and the U. S. military,”
said Ishihara.
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Lt. Naoya
Tamaki (left)
and Pvt. Aaron
Borcherding
work together
at an accident
investigation
scene. The
relationship
between the
Japanese and
military police is
a long-standing
tradition in the
local community.
Teruya is a police
officer with
the Okinawa
Prefecture Police
and Borcherding
is a military
policeman with
the Camp Butler
Provost Marshal’s
Office.
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Lance Cpl. Thomas L. Jesse, military
policeman, and Mitsukuni Kamiya,
Japanese Security Guard, both with
the Camp Butler Provost Marshal’s
Office, stand duty together.

LANCE CPL. W. ZACH GRIFFITH
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“#LW Camp Butler Provost Marshal Office

Lance Cpl. Travis V. Easter

g

police officers explain gear and
equipment used by military police

| to Okinawa Regional Customs Office
9 agents during a PMO tour on Camp

Foster April 5. 4A5H. ¥+ 7 - 7
* AY —ERBICHN I hiEh X TR
BEIC, SEBIERTIEMBREIC
DWTHBATE3F+ 7 - NS
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Okinawa, military police

rely on close cooperation

Lance Cpl. W. Zach Griffith

kinawa law enforcement members met
O with the Camp Butler Provost Marshal’s
Office at Camp Foster May 19 to discuss
PMO’s organizational and operational structure.

Camp Butler PMO and its Japanese counter-
parts, represented by Okinawa Prefectural Police,
Okinawa Narcotics Control Office, and Okinawa
Regional Customs Office, met to continue their
work together towards a common goal of enhanc-
ing the overall security throughout the island.

“We have always maintained a close relation-
ship with our Okinawan counterparts,” said Lit.
Col. John D. Troutman, MCB Butler Provost
Marshal. “We have service members who get in-
volved in incidents off base, and Okinawans who
get involved with incidents on base. We need a lot
of coordination to handle these cases properly.”

Troutman began the event by giving a presen-
tation about the basics of PMO. He explained
PMO’s organization, operations and special units,
such as the Special Response Team and Criminal
Investigation Team.

The presentation helped the Okinawa Narcot-
ics Control Office investigators understand how
PMO functions, according to Investigation Chief,
Hideharu Maeki, ONCO. “We often exchange
information and sometimes conduct a joint in-
vestigation with PMO,” said Maeki. “Being able
to share information between the two offices is
critical in investigations on illegal drugs. Our
trusting relationship with PMO helps us to do
our job efficiently.”

After Troutman’s presentation, the attendees
met in an informal setting to exchange ideas about
each other’s work.

The event was also effective as a social gath-

ering, according to Kazumune Namizato, the
foreign cases investigator for the Okinawa Police
Department.

“If we know each other better, in more friendly
circumstances, we can do our jobs better,” Nam-
izato said. “If we don’t know anything about each
other, working together on our investigations will
be much more difficult.”

The teamwork between PMO and local law
enforcement will show the Okinawan people
that incidents that occur between themselves and
Status of Forces Agreement personnel are easily
handled, according to Hiromichi Ishigaki, the
senior superintendent of the Okinawa Prefecture
Police Department.

“No Okinawan wants to see anyone involved in
abad incident,” Ishigaki said. “When incidents oc-
cur that involve U.S. military, Okinawans want to
see them resolved smoothly. By working together,
(PMO) and local police can grant that wish.”

The U.S.-Okinawan police relationship also
helps keep Marines from feeling abandoned if they
get into a situation or trouble off base, according
to Troutman.

“If a Marine gets in trouble while he’s off base,
he can be comforted in the knowledge that PMO
and the Okinawan police will work closely to ap-
propriately handle the incident,” Troutman said.
“Or, if the Marine needs help when he’s out in
town, he should know that the Okinawan police
will contact us and we can help that Marine.”

Both U.S. military police and the Okinawan
police forces work hard every day to maintain this
critical relationship, according to Troutman.

“Everyone, from the young MP or Okinawan
police officer to the senior leaders, plays an in-
volved and important role in how smoothly we
work together,” Troutman said.
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Service members with 3rd
MEB’s Indonesian relief
team treat an 80-year-old
patient for lacerations and
broken bones June 2 at a
mobile surgery hospital in
Sowen, Indonesia.
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U.S. Marine Corps and Navy personnel joined
Indonesian military members to provide
surgical and other medical care to earthquake

victims. #HXFICHAFBBEPLZTOMODEREZIRET S
=D, AV RROTEICMDSKBEME L BEER

Indonesians find
shade in the shadows
of a destroyed mosque
June 3. The mosque
was destroyed in the
6.3-magnitude earth=
quake that devastated
Central Java, Indo-
nesia May 27, leav-
ing more than 6,000
dead and thousands
homeless. The disas-
ter forced the local
government to seek

global assistance. 68
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Navy Lt. Cmdr. Joe D. Haines (left)
and Petty Officer 1st Class Kristo-
pher J. Duncan examine the head
of Triyono June 3 at Global Rescue
Network’s mobile hospital in Jetis,
Indonesia. 1 » R 7DV 274 ZA%5h
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3rd MEB medical personnel treat Indonesia quake victims

Consolidated Public Affairs Office

kinawa’s proximity to Southeast
0 Asia proved invaluable once again as
Okinawa-based Marines instanta-
neously responded to yet another humanitar-
ian tragedy, after a 6.3-magnitude earth-
quake shook the foundation of Indonesia’s
island of Java May 27.

Less than two days after the quake, 3rd
Marine Expeditionary Brigade (3rd MEB)
responded to an international plea for help
from Indonesia.

On May 29, the squadron transported
the eight-man 3rd Marine Logistics Group
Disaster Assistance Response Team to survey
the area, according to Capt. Karl Schmidt, a
member of the team.

It took about eight hours for Marines to
fly to Indonesia aboard KC-130 Hercules
aircraft with Marine Aerial Refueler Trans-
port Squadron 152, based at Marine Corps
Air Station Futenma.

“Three more KC-130s from VMGR-152
followed the initial team with additional 3rd

MLG personnel and equipment,” said Col.
Steven W. Busby, the Operations officer for
the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing. “The Marine
Corps’ KC-130s operated around the clock
and almost single-handedly carried the U.S.
Pacific Command’s response team to the
disaster.”

On the ground in Indonesia, 172 Ma-
rines and sailors with the 3rd MEB medical
assistance team completed humanitarian as-
sistance/disaster relief operations, providing
medical care to 4,627 earthquake victims in
central Java May 29 through June 11.

They provided critical care to an average
of 229 patients per day, according to 1st Lit.
Eric Tausch, a Marine spokesman deployed
with the Okinawa-based service members.

That number includes medical treatment
for 1,700 patients and 60 surgeries at the 3d
MEB medical facility. “(The facility) was
capable of general surgery and acute, urgent
and primary care, but it morphed to deliver
a broad spectrum of post disaster health
services,” said Navy Capt David A. Lane, the
3rd MEB command surgeon.

In addition to the facility, mobile medi-
cal teams provided relief to the overflowing,
local hospitals. An average of four mobile
medical teams traveled to several Indonesian
villages and hospitals in the area each day,
treating 896 patients.

The mobile medical teams went door-to-
door to support the Indonesian government’s
efforts to address the tetanus threat as well.

Tausch said medical personnel admin-
istered tetanus vaccinations to 2,031 locals,
adding that some of the patients who had
already contracted the infection required
multiple doses.

Brig. Gen. Frank Panter, the command-
ing general of 3rd MEB and 3rd Marine
Logistics Group at the time, said he consid-
ered the operation a testament to the hard
work and dedication of the U.S. military.

“I believe that this has proven once again
the flexibility and the versatility of the Navy
and Marine Corps team, and, essentially,
we've provided seamless medical support
to the people who were hurt by the recent
earthquake.”
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Yukifumi Monden
(left) exams an in-
fant with Dr. Adam
Saperstein at the
U.S. Naval Hospital
Okinawa April 26.

Dr. Senkei Yoshida, a Japa-
nese intern at USNH, checks
five-month-old Jules Du-
doit’s heartbeat as his mom,
Kari Dudoit, holds her June 7. P
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U.S. Naval Hospital, local community
continue long-standing relationship

iz &

_q_. YT LAR
= — e K i
ke (USNH)

/'b Ef’l‘n

EEk L7z, THi COW
e CLRFZ MR E D o
fetz®, HEEHETIE LI L
BHta3Ia=5+—h56
ARG 2T E Lz
CPERIRE A, TREEIEAD

Kaori Tanahara Camp S.D. Butler for about 40 years communities, according to Zamami. DEHTHE, B s JRITHHIONDFICE A,
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Camp Kuwae Army Hospital, has main-
tained a long-standing relationship with
the local Okinawan community.

eradicate invasive species of insects such
as the fruit fly. “The cooperation from
the Marine Corps Base commander

vided many opportunities to observe and
participate in the medical practice under
the supervision of the Naval hospital’s
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According to the Okinawa Prefec- was vital in undertaking the research attending physicians. RO S, B HIEIREECR D HANE
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from the 150 to 160 U.S. military hos-
pitals and clinics located throughout the
island during World War II.

During the post-war period, it was
well documented that military hospitals
on the island were instrumental in estab-

lishing the foundation of a public health

saved Okinawa’s agriculture business-
es,” said Zamami.

Marines and sailors also helped
to improve the well-being of the
people of Okinawa. “Due to a shortage
in the blood supply then at Okinawan
hospitals, USNH often received urgent

is a week-long program in the summer
that gives a preview of the intern pro-
gram to interested Japanese doctors.
The Naval hospital also started a
relationship with the Hokubu Nurs-
ing School, inviting its students and
teachers to participate in CPR courses
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medical department, which was

people, gathering service members and

reach programs, said Kiyomi Tajima,
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evident in the areas of environmental
health, public health and preventative
medicine, according to Yoshiko Zama-
mi, who worked for Marine Corps Base

D0
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Okinawans.”

In 1991, USNH launched an intern-
ship program for Japanese physicians
as a way to further contribute to local

to arrange programs with local com-
munities, the Naval hospital continues
to provide key medical training and
support to Okinawa.”
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Lt. Col. Stephen R. Terrell
hands over Henoko’s 11th
residential section flag to Col.
Philip E. Smith during the
Camp Schwab change of com-
mand ceremony June 14.
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Maj. Thomas Smith, former Camp Schwab deputy com-
mander, struggles to avoid his back hitting the ground while
wrestling Daiki Shimabukuro, Henoko resident, during the
Annual Okinawa Sumo Wrestling Tournament in Henoko May
20. The District Mayor of Henoko, Yasumasa Oshiro, invited
service members from Camp Schwab not only to watch but
also to join in the tournament. 5A208. DHHRDMEAREERS
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Marines and sailors from Camp Schwab and children from

Nago City and Hokkaido’s Takikawa City enjoy “chicken

fights” at Oura Wan Beach July 1. The event was part of
- an annual beach party Camp Schwab hosts in support of

: lhﬂF

Nago’s “sister city” relationship with Takikawa City. It was
the ninth time the beach party has been held.

Henoko flag passed during Sehwah ceremony

Kaori Tanahara

assing on not only the camp flag but
Palso Henoko’s 11th residential sec-
tion flag, Lt. Col. Stephen R. Terrell
relinquished command of the 4th Marine
Regiment and Camp Schwab to Col. Philip
E. Smith June 14.
The Henoko community of Nago
City adopted Camp Schwab as its 11th
residential section in 1999, when Soken
Kayo, then-Henoko District Mayor, gave
the section banner to then-Camp Schwab
Commanding Officer Col. Charles T.
Rushworth. Since then, transferring the
host community flag during Schwab’s
change of command ceremony has been a
camp tradition.
“(This) ceremony is significant to the
community because it is a transfer of the

command,” said Toshimasa Miyagi, chair-
man of the board of the Henoko district
administration. “It’s a great honor for us,
people of the Henoko community, to see
the flag being part of Marine Corps’ tradi-
tional ceremony.”

“The flag was given to the camp as a
token of our friendship, representing our
long-standing relationship,” said Yasumasa
Oshiro, current Henoko District Mayor.
Oshiro said the strong partnership between
the two communities has been passed from
generation to generation for more than half a
century, with people spending time together
during annual events and special occasions
on and off base. These events include an
annual sumo championship contest, dragon
boat races, sports day and Christmas party.
“Camp Schwab is probably the only military

camp on Okinawa that has been designated

as a residential section of a local host com-
munity. We're very proud of this unique
relationship,” said Oshiro.

“It was a privilege to be handed the He-
noko community flag during the change of
command ceremony,” said Col. Smith, who
is on his 5th tour in Okinawa. “It carries
with it some added responsibility that I owe
to the citizens of Henoko.”

According to Smith, Schwab Marines
and sailors care about the impact they have
on the community and its citizens. “I hope
if there is any issue that the citizens of He-
noko have with the Camp or Marines and
sailors aboard the camp, that we will have
an open dialogue that will result in friendly
and timely resolution,” said Smith. “I look
forward to meeting many of the leaders and
citizens (of Henoko) and being a good friend
and tenant and participant in local events.”
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that there are many exchanges

in various areas between the
Marine Corps and Okinawa’s local
communities.

Despite the careful consider-
ation the U. S. military has exhib-
ited toward the local communities,
I believe an unfavorable prejudice
againstallU. S. soldiers is in the air,
that they are all “bad” because of a
small fraction of military person-
nel who misbehaved in the past. (I
deeply empathize with the victims
of those misbehaviors, of course,
and I am sure that their anger is
beyond my imagination.) Also, 1
assume that there are many people
of older generations who have been
carrying “revulsion” against the
U. S. military since the war.

Many people from mainland
Japan come to Okinawa for sight-
seeing. They go back home, having
no idea about positive efforts that
the Marine Corps makes in local
communities, or the relationship
between Okinawa and the U. S.
military, or the current situation
surrounding the two.

I have toured Okinawa once
before. Because I wanted to learn
things that can be only learned in
Okinawa, I went to the cave which
was used as the headquarters by
the former Japanese Navy during
the past war. At a museum in
front of the cave, there was a panel
exhibition about a boy’s experience
during the war. I read it, became
speechless, and was moved to
tears. I realized that I need to
know more of the truth about
Okinawa and its history.

Iwas truthfully surprised tolearn
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Concerning the U. S. military
issue alone, people in Tokyo tend to
regard it as a fire on the other side
of the river. Okinawa is regarded
only as a sightseeing destination for
most mainlanders. I don’tintend to
undervalue “tourism.” However,
as a Japanese national, I want to
know more about the place where
the only ground-battle was fought.
Reading Okina Wa (online) helped
me realize that I want to learn more
about Okinawa.

I suggest that you promote the
Okina Wa magazine to a larger
audience so that more people
can learn about the Marines in
Okinawa as well.

If T could make three sugges-
tions, I'd like you to advertise
more about the magazine, tell the
history of the Marine Corps, and
cover how much economic impact
the Marine Corps’ existence has
on the local communities (possibly
figures and values provided). Please
keep up the good work and I'm
looking forward to reading more
of Okina Wa.

Kiyohiko Honma

Saitama Prefecture
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reetings! Having read
Okina Wa, I've come
to realize that there

are U. S. military bases, a very
different community from
ours, so close to the area we
live in. We hear some say that
the bases pose burdens on
Okinawa. However, they pro-
vide a large market and source
of employment. Seeing cheerful
and open-minded Americans
shopping in a neighborhood
supermarket or walking on a
crowded street are not unusual
in Okinawa. I think having
this many Americans makes
Okinawa unique in compari-
son to other parts of Japan,
and I consider it as an asset
to Okinawa. Having the large
American population creates a

valuable environment suitable
for making the entire prefec-
ture’s population bilingual.

I also believe that issues such
as aircraft noise or the status of
forces agreement can be solved
not by having demonstrations
or stone-throwing, but by hav-
ing dialogues as friends. Aside
from political difficulties, our
ingenuity can make meetings
between Okinawans and U. S.
military service members and
their families more meaningful
to each other. To make it hap-
pen, we have to have a better
understanding of each other.
I think Okina Wa is playing a
significant role in promoting
that better understanding.

Akira Higa

Kitanakagusuku Village
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found the magazine on our

Okinawa Marine page http://

www.okinawa.usmc.mil/in-
dex.html. The magazine provides
more detailed information than
other magazines offer and the
English-Kanji (Japanese) text gives
Japanese and Americans a chance
to know what really is happening
in the community. My family and
I have enjoyed living on Okinawa
for the past 5 years, and if it was up
to us, we would stay forever. We re-
ally enjoy the differences in cultures
as well as the similarity with our
Anmerica lifestyle.

I have even taken it upon
myself to learn the native lan-
guage, which eased my transi-
tion into this new culture. The
people of Okinawa are very
receptive once they realize that
you are attempting to under-
stand their unique culture. I
have met many friends who
speak traditional Okinawan
(What a difference!) and the
learning process as compared
to mainland Japanese can be
quite interesting. Okinawa
has developed myself and my
family into cultural anthro-
pologists and has set us on the
path to discover and explore
other Asian cultures. Howev-
er, Okinawa will remain our
number one place to enjoy the
beauty of nature and to share

life in a distinctive culture.
CWO3 Keith Ford
Uruma City
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My job helps me meet wonderful people

Ichino Kuba

t’s already been 10 years
I since I became a com-

munity relations special-
ist. The best benefit of this
job has been meeting new
people. 1 get to meet uncount-
able American and Japanese
citizens.

Just recently, I had a
remarkable meeting. An 86-
year-old Japanese veteran, Mr.
Yoshinaka Yamamoto, visited
Camp Kinser with his family
and friends. Mr. Yamamoto
fought during the Battle of

Okinawa as

COMMUNITY  a platoon

RELATIONS commander

PERSPECTIVE  of an infantry
unit. As a

war survivor,
he has spent his life praying
for those killed in battle and
attending memorial services.
Mr. Yamamoto has come to
Okinawa dozens of times to
attend memorial services. As a
matter of fact, the recent one

on Camp Kinser was the 110th

EN 1S

Al =N

ceremony he’s attended.

His health condition has
not always been well and he
has been critically ill for the
past two months. Although
Mr. Yamamoto was in an
unconscious state, he still re-
sponded with the words “Let’s
go to Okinawa (when you
become well again).” When I
heard about the story of Mr.
Yamamoto from his doctor
who came with him, I had to
translate to my supervisor, the
camp commander. However,
I could do nothing but cry.

I imagined the tremendous
weight of the cross that the

sweet grandfather-looking Mr.

Yamamoto has carried. I felt
tightness in my heart.

Having worked with the
American military for years, |
thoroughly believe that service
men are the ones who truly
hate wars. This is because
they, their friends, bosses and
subordinates are the ones who

actually shed blood. However,

they are greatly misunder-
stood. I feel pain in my heart

when I think of the cross that
the ones who have fought in
Iraq, Afghanistan and other
battlefields will have to carry.

Also participating in the
service was Shodo Maeda, a
Buddhist priest from Kyoto.
He gave us an inspiring doc-
trine that read, “We human
beings do not have anything
on this earth. We cannot even
control our bodies aging, so
even our bodies are not ours.
We have nothing on this
earth. Therefore, we ask oth-
ers, we ask each other.”

The words touched my
heart deeply and I understood
this is how hope, peace and
love were born. His words
preached the Buddhist’s en-
lightenment, but surprisingly,
Reverend Maeda told me that
it is the same truth preached
by all religions. He said the
path or religion you take is not
as important as arriving at the
truth.

These meetings enriched
me as a person and as a mem-
ber of society. I feel honored
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to have these opportunities
through my work as a commu-
nity relations specialist. It’s
true that the job can involve
being a “jack-of-all-trades.”
It’s not always easy to work
in a different culture than my
own. However, with smiles,
imagination and responsive-
ness, my job only gets more
enjoyable.

LLHEWE S NSENEDIS

oo BN Z Nz HE Y EISER L E TN
B7ES5EM>TDTI M,

&, MEF>TH

,}. v T e FUP—BAEICES T
-— 10, BABIC, TOWDEK
DOFEZ., ALV STEALED
HEWZERVWET, 7AUAANIRST,
HANEDOHBEVWEEZLIHOET,
RHLEMAHEVWSH O E L, IA
BPEAL VI8RO ICHAIZD ST,
W SFRERKN & i+ P —%iih
Tl AR E A, PIEER T IR D/ N R &
LT, &> Te8H & LTZEDBDOA)E
TR G OBBIHBTTWBEDIEES T,
M$5A®WW@W+U%WK\AU#/W
— T FRESEMER110RIH &S T
fbkoéiuxof%u%ﬁ#%%bﬁ
2 HREfEEIRBIC e oA E Ald. &<
BE#D o kicethh b5, i
T2 94) OFRBEDSEEICHE S Z R L
fzews T ez, AITOFIREICHEEL

18 - KEGH - 20065 ES

TFIRIEFVENFBATLE, IrkdE L
TZIUAE A--DOB B> TERTTFROL F
DOBFEIEREZD &, MHKDNITIENS
K9 Tl
KT, D DKL BT e
BOTETH, EHzr -HMATHEDITHEAN
DT, FREICMERIDRIESTHD,
WHEDOKNR T, ZLTHE R
HDTYT, LHLUAESEMRE

VWIOIBEWEZLML TS NE LIz, ZTOSEE
BESHADMCEEE LI, 2995 TAD
DICHY, FRZLTEMNEENEDIEAS
LHDEDICHR L2 T, (LBDIED %
NS HET LD, L T IR,
MEMAF Y A METHN, A AFLHTH
N, TOHEMBEDLRY, EoEzizE >

TEVWVLA S, TOEMTIID

BLTEWRUIEAE] 5D

ncwsis. zodicik. & PPIMVEORIN nzLe

COBMEAS7 « TITHZA
ZVEOHTE>TWVWA AN, H
ZVEHHS TR TERADPVET, 5
NnhoBHabhniEasxmn 7R
FEZBEITYELIEDET,

RIS TR EMORHEBE I ALV S
ﬁﬁk%mﬂmibkomﬁ%quuz
DO T—2F > Ty, ZEVnEEHS
aYba—)ILTcEZRVDX. B @%éx%

HZES LWVHEZVIE. A&
LT, #tBEANELT. AERE
8, MONEEEMc LTI NET,
HEEL, TOXIBRPBEVERLNED
MW, BHEREERWET, B bod
QT ELRFBTEOHLEVA, HTEE]
MxmdHOET, TNTH. K MG
Sk /v (sl b, XohELL
Tob i tdH, ThHAWHEZDOTT,

BNE

tagT

Community
Relations
Specialists

EH SO B (LB EBE R O
EHblE (A a2=574—) DZEF
BELT, BHEOBRICITSHEL
STERO TWVET ., FEMDSH
EEICDNTIE. =B ETEM
HE<EE N, BEBEELAD
B, KXFS[H] 098-911-
5111DF&IC. LIFTORKRIC DA
WTHHWET,

*¥— (ERT)

A5 —T

Ichino Kuba

637-1886
ichino.kuba.ja@usmc.mil
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Elena Takaho

636-2022
TakahoE.CIV.JP@futenma.usmc.mil
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Hiroko Tomimura

645-7766
hiroko.tomimura.ja@usmc.mil
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Ichiro Umehara

622-9561
Umeharai.ja@mcbbutler.usmc.mil
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Chiyoko Kochi
623-4509
KochiC@iiimef.usmc.mil
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Fumio lha

625-2544
Ihaf3DIV.USMC.mil
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Kiyomi Tajima
643-7294
TajimaK@oki10.med.navy.mil
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